Name: Date:

Do Now Quiz—Knowledge

1. What is a memoir? (1 point)

a. the way in which a person’s memory or judgment is shaped by their personal opinions or experiences
( b a collection of memories written about important moments and events in a person’s life
c. the degree to which a person’s narration or memory is trustworthy or accurate
d. afond remembering of the past, especially a longing for a time or place with happy personal memories

2. What is the term for a pattern of sound set by the syllables in lines of poetry? (1 point)

a. stanza
b. anaphora
c. haiku
(d.' rhythm

3. In what year was Jacqueline Woodson born? (1 point)

a. 1937
; b. 1942
) 1963

d 1984

4. Where was Jacqueline Woodson born? (1 point)

N\

(ay Ohio

b. South Carolina
c. New York

d. Washington, D.C.

5. . What does ancestry mean? Describe one thing we know about Jacqueline Woodson’s ancestry. (2 points)
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6., 'What is the name of the struggle for social justice that occurred in America during the 1950s and 1960s?
~Name one leader who was an important voice in this struggle. (2 points)
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brown girl dreaming (17-29) “other people’s memory”

— i

: o B 7 e
‘Lesson Objective: Analyze Woodson'’s descriptions of some important family memié'jti;es,
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Directions: Choose one of the fol owing prompts and write 3-4 sentences in response. Challenge: Write your

response as a poem. 7o Share Out

e Have you heard any stories about the day you were born? What do your family members remember
about your birth?

e Consider Woodson'’s reflections on the “nelsonville house.” Are there any locations that are partlcularly
important to you or your family? What do you remember or know about this place?

e Have you heard any stories about your ancestors, like Woodson in “the woodsons of ohio”? Who or what
have you heard about?

e Recall the poem “a girl named jack” (p. 6). Do you know how your name was chosen? What is the
significance or meaning of your name?
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Pages 17-18: other people’s memory

Annotation Task: Compare the three different memories of Woodson’s birth by jotting notes in the table below.

What detalls does each person most remember’? How are thelr memories different?
ot ; it

Grandma Georgiana , mother father

nIVLE 1y | G FAL 5751 A N ks

Annotation Task: As we read this article, annotate any lines that explain why two people might remember the
same event in different says,

4 ] Ao
i ) b=ty T
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Gt AVE " You Remember What?: Memory and the Rashomon Effect

Imagine that you’ve had a huge argument with a good friend, and the next day the two of you decide to talk
things over to make up. As you start to discuss the details of the fight, you realize that even though both of you
were in the same conversation, you have drastically diffe[eptrmempries of what was said. How could this be?

This is an everyday example of the Rashomon effect, a phenomenon where different people recall
contradictory accounts of the same event. The effect is named after a 1950 film, Rashomon, in which four
characters have conflicting reports of the events surrounding a murder. Rather than revealing which
character’s memory is correct, the film suggests that they all have some truth to them, even though they are
so widely different. -

s i ¥
There are many reasons why people might have conflicting memories of the same event. Human memory is
unreliable; many studies have shown that it's easy for people to develop false | memorles and that memories

change over tlme Every time you try to remember ‘something, you rewrite it in your brair: If your recollectlon
contains errors, you strengthen 1 those errors ‘over time until you become positive they’re correct.”

Signy Sheldon, a psychologist who studies memory at McGill University in Canada, has found that there are
strong differences in people’s brains that impact the way in which they store and retrieve memories. Beyond
these brain differences, people’s emotions can also influence their memories. “Emotional events can be
recalled much more naturally, aimost like they are stamped in our minds,” says Sheldon. We more easily
remember things that matter to us and that we consider useful or important. Our subjectivity : also influences

our recollectlons for éxample, a study showed that sports fans tended to remember examples of their~ k¢

contradictory: seeming to be opposite

opponents playing rough more easily than they recalled rough play instigated by their own side. Cotd Call ol
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o"s 1. Which of the following Stenarios is the best example of the Rashoman effect?

a. Two people are eating a pizza. One person says it's delicious, the other person says it's disgusting.

b. Two people have committed a crime. They pretend they can’'t remember what happened in order to
avoid punishment.

c'.\}Two people witness a car crash. One person remembers the car honking its horn, but the other person
says the car didn’t honk.

d. Two people go to a concert. One person can’t remember the lyrics to the first song that the band plays,
but the other person can.

b Turn and Talk How mlght the Rashomon effect help explaln the confhctmg memones of Woodson S b|rth’P
2. Recall that brown g/rl dreammg isa mem0|r Why might the rehab llty o:f«memaq: be nmportant for Woodson
to consider or explore in her poems? T — AL "ﬂ{a f“:ui ém
lot 1-2 1t sponses 5 then Share. Out

E)
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e Woodson’s older brother wants to return her, but

e Woodson’s older brother wants to return her, so

4. a. Read “howto hsten 1 and countthe number ofsyllables in each hne Jota margln note.

;_,,b.a Reyiéw th'é poetic terms on your Knowledge Organizer. Based on the pattern of syllables you noticed, what
kind of poem is this?

How IS th is dlfferent from the other poems we have read in brown girl dreaming so far? Try to include at
least one term from your Knowledge Organizer in your response.

4 ¢ '8 TV ) )
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Pages 21-22:" uncle odell " 15 Wi’v

Annotation Task: While reading, annotate lines that help answer these questions:

e Who is Uncle Odell?
o What happens to him?

) Share out 172 /e ¢ oo K P
5. al Turn and Talk What is Woodson :magmmg’? Why? (g Ali eyl R
4 ‘r""":"”'ﬁ"'f/ it 10 Hhw A *"?‘" SHENt fetadds M L L /.5 ™'m
b. Anaphora refers to the repetltlon of a word or phrase at the begmnmg of lines or stanzas. Cons:der the #o
anaphora in the following lines: FECONSTYnct
T VAl

e maybe my mother was out hanging laundry
e Maybe the car was packed and ready for the drive

e Maybe right before the phone rang, tomorrow

' A . was just another day.
ﬂ”j&ﬁﬁf—vf ~$odo

What might Woodson’s use of anaphora emphasize? /..y 4/ /e ki
i 4 fdA
Share owt -2 repimnetd— Notes
6. Reread the final lines of the poem on p. 22:
a new pain where once there wasn’t pain
a hollowness where only minutes before
she had been whole.
o7, } {’t 'ﬂ
WAL YO0 ”
What theme or big idea might Woodson be trying to convey here? Use the phrase, “in an instant” in your
response.

'f:“ﬁ';i s / aiiiy el e/‘ / /, ". N a2 - 4 [ - ) amds e ”
\ Share out [ MW Cah — fovk fov Comma e;;f,naﬂf - i Sra a‘;i’Zﬁ? 7% g:;?/f?iefl Se

“In an instant. ' Show "34«24’ no Lomma. /3 Necessary
I prrase occwas af end of sent.
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Pages 23-24.“good hews

Annotation Task: While reading, annotate lines that help answer these questions:

What is the “good news™? - - Oaella (VWS DG 3 58-r=0orn,
Who recelvesthns news'? JW's arandmorttier - Ner Miothes s 71d7THéq

0& 7. Reread these lines from p. 23:

;Y L3

Skpymf% s

In South Carolina, the phone rings.

F TRovEs tawan J pelatid 1o Uncly Odeel?

As my mother’s mother moves toward it,

#

ho

s Ms, Jws ;rmuiﬂw‘rfw How 14 Sk

she closes her eyes, What "u‘mk this “?&f;’m cald
then opens them to look out over her yard. AL ad her or ¢ -
A; she resche; for it, o }JW m aw{ she close hur eufes 54
she watches the way the light slips throug -
the heavy pine needles, dapples everything i*m“ m”‘%"f ‘SM M m% &
with sweet September light... tw Jg’wgf bhﬁ?r‘“ :’M#M”fw .
Her hand on the phone now, she lifts it
praying silently
for the ood news L
36 Aec. 70 thenl s A oF, Hen Tvialk. Brief ducussion for more de veloped
a. Why do you think Woodson s “mother’s mother” waits a moment before answering the phone? /T u,(“ TN Sc;
h” D¢ 5t nhappy &Podt LU
t e/ Nme e Pliiie | 110, 14 UYSCs — /T¢ &/l1n ¢ Thatl 7Cir b

b. Consider some of the punctuatnon chonces in thlS excerpt. Why might the first line of the excerpt above be
end-stopped? Why mlght Woodson have used an elhpsus when she did?

L

s Scleat Solo, Yhen brif diseussion
Notes

™
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ot s a Turn and Task:_H‘ow are the poems “uncle odell” and *good news” similar ? How are they different? .

Similar  Different
botin p A N happy
} | death pirth
| 2] / ’ ' N , , 27
1 ’ ot 1. r / (h 1 /
190 1 ;J }

b. Why do you think Woodson put “uncle odell” and “good news” right next to each other in the book? What
theme or big idea might these poems reinforce? Sz/04 1 éﬁfl’ %fwﬂ, Adstust.
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I+ e, . [0f — Ofher wite Twn aad Takke, Then diécuse responied—
C: Challenge ln “good news,” Woodson describes the arrival of the “sweet chill of autumn.” How might the
changing of the seasons connect to the themes of these two poems?
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Exit Ticket

1. Complete the following sentence: /.

Human memory is unreliable, so __DC0pit (én Mot ifftat = 2t ComglChng meanatie

{ | 3 1 ¥ o 1 ) g
S + y (] § A 7 y
| L LAy [ L4 ( . A !

2. Choose and describe one moment from today’s reading in which the structure or technique of a poem
connects to the memory it describes.
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Homework

Directions: Read brown girl dreaming pp. 25-29 (“my mother and grace,” “each winter,” and “journey”).

Annotation Task: Underline moments of contrast or difference among the people in these poems.

| 1. Where do the people in these poems feel most at home? Where do they feel far from home? Why?
| : : g .

(VLT 1 L& '

2. Reread these lines from “my mother and grace” on p. 26:

But both of them know
the hole that is the missing isn’t filled now.
Uhmm, my mother says.
Bless the dead and the living, Grace says.
| Then more silence
both of them knowing
there’s nothing left to say.

Who is Grace referring to when she says, “Bless the dead and the living”? (Hint: There are two people!)

“the dead:” _incle Caell (JW 5 mefliee 5 b

“the living:”

3. Reread these lines from “each winter” on p. 27:

[...] Always
there is a fight before she leaves.

Explain the disagreement between Woodson’s mother and father.

LN
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