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Directions: Today, we'll begin reading the novel Wonder by R.J. Palacio. The following quote is important to
characters in the book. Read the quote and choose at least two of the reflection questions to respond to.

When given the choice between being right or being kind, choose kind. (Dr. Wayne D. Dyer)

1. What does it mean to be kind? Is being kind different from being nice? How so?
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2. When might “[choosing] kind" be hard to do?
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3. Can you think of a situation when someone would have to choose between “being right” and “being kind"?
When might “being right” be unkind?
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Vocabulary: Wonder, Ordinary
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4
Use a form of the vocabulary word as you respond to each question. wﬂ‘:;%ﬂ(ﬁ’

1. The Grand Canyon, the Northern Lights, and Mount Everest are all considered wonders ¢f the
natural world. Why might people travel great distances to see these wonders?
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)( 2. As a verb, wonder means to be curious or want to know more about something. What are you
wondering about our new novel, Wonder?

3. Why might someone enjoy reading books about o Inal people instead of famous or magical
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¥ 4. The prefix extra- means “outside or beyond,” so the word extraordinary means unusual and
remarkable or something “outside” the ordinary. Is a wonder likely to be extraordinary? Why or why
not?
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5. Would you expect to see a wonder on an ordinary day? Why or why not? s&uf\i‘ SD[D
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Page 3: “Ordinary” 22%[0 ol ~ 7_ nmun
Turn and Task)Who is telling this story? What is your first impression of him? Jot 1-2 notes about the
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X 4. Consider these lines from p. 3: (D v\:l' 7y b.l—w Ag pm pb(:"l e -I- 0’”*0(!"

Via doesn’t see me as ordinary. She says she does, but if | were ordinary, she wouldn’t feel like she needs to
protect me as much. And Mom and Dad don't see me as ordinary, either. They see me as extraordinary. | think
the only person in the world who realizes how ardinary [ am Is me.

Why does August think he is “the only person in the world who realizes how ordinary [he is]"?

o‘ 5. Consider the final line of this opening chapter (p. 3):

My name is August, by the way. | won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.
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Pages 4-5: “"Why | Didn’t Go to School”
Annotation Task: As we read, underllne evidence that elps u respond to these quemlons@
+oshary ann S, precal| 1-7

e Whatis ordlnary about August'’s life?
e What does not seem ordinary or typical?
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0‘.7_ On p. 5, August thinks, “Maybe I'm making too big a deal about birthday parties.” Why do you think birthday

\‘ parties are so important to him? What might they represent? Challenge: include the word ordinary in your
response.
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Pages 6-7: “How | Came to Life”

Annotation Task: Ec\géing torAugust. whenhls mom tells “this story,” he and Via “just start cracking up.” As
we read, underline any parts of the story that might make August laugh. Are there any moments you think are

particularly funny? (n 0 d_'_ b(‘i QF DF HMMV‘S)
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{" 9. August explains that he “[likes] when Mom tells this story” (p. 6) because “she acts outjall the parts—
farting noises—and it is so, so, so, so funny” (p. 7). u’h‘df
hi§ (on drh onN

X
“ ider this experience from Mom’s perspective. How do you think she felt after August was born? Do you
VA think his birth felt “so funny” to her? Underline any evidence that supports your thinking.
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\\-‘!‘! Why might Mom emphasize the humor when she tells this story to August? What could this tell us about her
SD\ aracter and about their family?
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10({Turn and Talk: When the doctors tell Mom August might not live through the night, the nurse tells her,
“Everyone born of God overcometh the world” (p. 7). The word “overcometh” means to overcome or win a

victory over. What do you think the nurse means by this? Why might she say this to Mom?
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1. Reread this line from p. 3:

Here'’s what I think: the only reason I’m not ordinary is that no one else sees me that way.
Wendpre~
Who is the narrator of this story? What is he explaining in this line? Include the words wonder

and/or ordinary in your response.
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